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SESSION OVERVIEW
Experience Bartram’s Garden and the Bartram’s Mile section of the
Schuylkill River Trail. We’ll take a walk along the Schuylkill riverfront that
has been reclaimed and remediated from its industrial past and admire
living collections at Bartram’s Garden that continue to grow, bloom, and
reproduce as they have since 1728.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1

Learn about the planning, design, documentation and implementation
process for creating a multi-use trail through a previously industrial use
landscape, including public art and restoration of historic monuments.

2

Learn about the history of a one of America’s most important historic
botanic gardens.

3

Learn about planning, design, documentation and implementation process
for a 19th-century garden restoration at a historic garden in an urban
setting.

4

Learn about multi-use trail stormwater management techniques, urban
meadows, a community farm, and creation of a tidal wetland.
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PRESENTERS
JOSÉ ALMIÑANA, FASLA, SITES AP, LEED AP

ANDROPOGON

José joined Andropogon Associates in 1983 and has been a principal since 1995. Trained
as a landscape architect and architect, José excels at thinking outside the box, while still
unearthing the realities of innovative construction techniques. With a passion for detail, José
strives to create sensitive, sustainable designs that respond directly to each site’s unique
environmental conditions. He has directed a diversity of design and planning projects,
from restoring urban parks and designing corporate campuses to planning new mixed-use
communities. Regardless of project scale, José distills the site’s essential resources into
designs that are functional, beautiful, and environmentally responsible.

JASON CURTIS, PLA, SITES AP, LEED AP

ANDROPOGON

Jason’s agricultural upbringing and direct experience with sustainable systems provides
him with a unique perspective as a landscape architect. During his seventeen years in
the profession, he has used his diverse background and interests to effectively address
the intricacies of small residential projects as well as complex urban and institutional
sites. Jason enjoys multidisciplinary collaboration in the design process and discovering
how to accomplish more with less. He is an active participant in the development and
implementation of several sustainable design rating systems, helping clients understand the
value of an ecological landscape design approach.

JOEL T. FRY

JOHN BARTRAM ASSOCIATION

Joel Fry is an archaeologist, historian and has served as curator for Bartram’s Garden,
the home of John and William Bartram in Philadelphia, PA, since 1992. He first became
involved in archaeological research at Bartram’s Garden in 1975, and has participated in
a number of archaeological and historic research projects at the garden site since. He
studied anthropology, historical archaeology, and American Civilization at the University of
Pennsylvania, and has written extensively on the history of Bartram’s Garden and the Bartram
family plant collections. Joel provided historic research and supervised archaeology for the
Ann Bartram Carr Garden restoration, 2013-2016.

BRAD THORNTON, ASLA, LEED AP

GROUND RECONSIDERED

Brad Thornton, ASLA, LEED AP is a Senior Associate at Ground Reconsidered. He has
excelled at creating innovative and technically resourceful design solutions to complex
challenges over his fifteen years of experience. The breadth of his experience includes award
winning work on all phases of a diverse range of projects including campus master plans,
urban parks, streetscapes, historic restorations, and ecological restorations. Brad was the
lead landscape architect for the Ann Bartram Carr Garden restoration, a 19th-century garden
and the first formal garden restoration at Bartram’s Garden in over 100 years.
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DISCUSSION TOPICS
Experience the Bartram Mile section of the Schuylkill River Trail network between the Grays Ferry Avenue Bridge and the meadow
at Bartram’s Garden. See the restored Newkirk Monument and future connection location at the Schuylkill Crossing swing bridge
to the Trail on the east side of the river. The journey on the trail will take participants through a once industrial landscape that has
been renewed as a beautiful multi-use trail rich with sustainable features and elements from its industrial legacy. Arrive at the
Bartram’s Garden meadow with unique and stunning views of the Schuylkill River and Philadelphia skyline.
Congregate in the historic Barn at Bartram’s Garden for a lecture. The lecture will include:
a) A brief cultural history about Schuylkill River,
b) Insight into the Bartram Mile planning, design, and construction process,
c) An engaging talk about the important history of Bartram’s Garden,
d) And a talk about the Ann Bartram Carr Garden restoration process.
Following the lecture, participants will have guided tour with the Bartram’s Garden curator and learn about The Ann Bartram Carr
Garden, the Historic Garden, the Cider Press, and the many unique plants such as the medicinal plant display, Franklinia trees and
many other valuable specimens.
From the garden tour, journey along the final leg of the Bartram Mile trail. Along the way to the 56th Street Plaza, participants will
see The Sankofa Community Farm at Bartram’s Garden and manmade Tidal Wetlands. The walking tour will conclude at the 56th
Street Plaza, which offers sweeping views of the Philadelphia skyline, Schuylkill River and industrial landscape across the river.

SOURCES
Bartram’s Garden
https://bartramsgarden.org/
https://www.groundreconsidered.com/projects/bartrams-garden-carr-garden-historic-restoration-plan/
https://bartramsgarden.org/explore-bartrams/carr-garden-2/
Bartram’s Mile
https://bartramsgarden.org/explore-bartrams/bartrams-mile/
https://schuylkillbanks.org/projects/bartrams-mile)
https://www.andropogon.com/work/urban-and-regional-planning/bartrams-mile/

ADDITIONAL READING
Mark Dion, Travels of William Bartram: Reconsidered, Bartram’s Garden, Philadelphia, 2008.
ISBN-13: 978-0615257488
Andrea Wulf, The Brother Gardeners: Botany, Empire and the Birth of an Obsession. Vintage, NY: 2010.
ISBN-13: 978-0307454751
Andrea Wulf, Founding Gardeners: The Revolutionary Generation, Nature, and the Shaping of the American Nation. Vintage, NY: 2012.
ISBN-13: 978-0307390684
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