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William Penn would likely be pleased with the outcome
of the public squares he inserted into Philadelphia’s
1683 city plan. Intended to provide breathing room
within the city grid and boost property values, the
parks do just that—they are social and economic hubs.
This walking tour will take us to each of the five squares
where we will hear from designers, stewards,and users
and see some recent changes to the squares and how
they are cared for.
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William Penn’s Squares:

“A Portraiture of the City of PHILADEPHIA” Thomas Holme,
published 1683

The plan for Philadelphia reserved five
squares: Center (Penn Square, then City
Hall), Northeast (Franklin), Southeast
(Washington), Northwest (Logan), and
Southwest (Rittenhouse).
“In 1683, when William Penn and surveyor Thomas
Holme (1624-95) laid out Philadelphia’s streets in
a symmetrical grid, they envisioned trees and green
space as important components of the city plan.
Penn reserved land for five public squares in different
sections of the city and he intended for every house
to be surrounded by gardens, orchards, or fields,
‘that [Philadelphia] may be a greene country town
which will never be burnt and always be wholesome.’
Inspired by the many types of trees that grew in
the region, Penn named the east-west streets of
Philadelphia after local varieties: Cedar (now South),
Pine, Spruce, Walnut, Chestnut, Mulberry (now Arch),
and Sassafras (now Race).”

Trees, by Laura Turner Igoe
philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/trees-2/

					

Learning Objectives
Learn about the history of William
Penn’s design for Philadelphia
and how the city’s squares have
evolved over time.

Learn about the design and
maintenance challenges of these
iconic public spaces, and how
they are moving toward a more
sustainable future.

Learn about recent improvements
to each of the five squares and
their site maintenance regimes.

Learn various public/private
partnership models and how
landscape architects manage
the form, function, and funding
of the squares.
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FRANKLIN SQUARE

Managed by Historic Philadelphia (HPI)
Site leased from Philadelphia Parks and Recreation (PPR)
Size:
7.8 acres
0.5 acre
Planting:
Paving:
1.8 acres
Lawn:		
5.5 acres
Number of trees:

100 trees

Number of species:
			

14 species of trees
7 kinds of shrubs

Notable features:
central fountain, carousel, miniature golf,
playground, café
Maintenance and staff:
Mowing provided by Philadelphia Parks and
Recreation. Pruning, fertilization, planting, and
soil testing performed for HPI under contract
specifications created in conjunction with PPR
on a multi-year bid for landscaping services
coordinated with other park and recreation
areas under their jurisdiction. All tree pruning is
performed by PPR per the leasing agreement.
Park Management consists of 2 full-time HPI staff
members. Seasonal staff of about 25 for total park
operation.
Annual maintenance budget:
Annual direct cost of operating the park is about
$750,000. Landscape and irrigation services are
about $25,0.00

PLAN FOR FRANKLIN SQUARE, William Rush and Thomas Birch, 1824
The Library Company of Philadelphia

“As part of the 1820 rejuvenation of Philadelphia’s public squares, the city
of Philadelphia renamed the northeast square after Benjamin Franklin and
accepted a plan to redesign the square by William Rush and Thomas Birch.
Rush and Birch depicted an orderly and picturesque view of nature by
designing the park to be completely symmetrical by both walkway and plant
locations. This image shows the original watercolor and ink plan that Rush and
Birch created in 1824.”					
Trees, Laura Turner Igoe

Friends group or other involved parties:
No regular friends group. Once or twice yearly
volunteer days.

philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/trees-2/

Visitors per year:
About 1 million. 70% residential and 30% tourist.
The Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival draws
crowds from across the country.
Programmed events per year:
Two large, long term festivals per year—The
Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival held May
through June and the Franklin Square Holiday
Festival, Mid November to December. About 25
special events, free programs, and family activities
around major holidays, and the summer season
consists of movies, concerts, crafts, and dog
events.
Site’s past use:
Shown as Northeast Square on Penn’s plan, first
used as animal grazing area and a burial ground.
During the Revolutionary War a building on the
site served as a gunpowder magazine. Also used
as a military drilling ground for War of 1812.
Contact:
John Wilson, Director of Operations, Franklin Square
John@historicphiladelphia.org
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Franklin Square Concept Plan by Elia Architecture and Interiors, LLC

WASHINGTON SQUARE

Managed by the National Park Service (NPS) and part of Independence National Historical Park (INHP)

Size:		
Planting:
Paving:
Lawn:		

6.0 acres (part of 55-acre INHP)
0.5 acre
1.5 acres
4.0 acres

Number of trees:

220 trees

Number of species:
			

49 species of trees
20 kinds of shrubs

Notable features:
central fountain, Memorial-Tomb of the Unknown
Solider
Maintenance and staff:
The Park Grounds Crew consists of 11 employees. Staff includes a Supervisor, Work Leader/
Foreman, 1 Irrigation Specialist, 1 Integrated Pest
Manager, and 1 Tractor Operator, and as many
as 4 seasonal employees to augment the permanent staff between April and September. The park
hires an arborist to survey the park’s trees for hazardous limbs annually and to address emergent
hazards as case by case.
Annual maintenance budget:
Funding primarily comes from the park’s larger
operating budget. Approximate annual budget
for the Square is $45,000 including in-house and
contracted services.
Friends group or other involved parties:
Society Hill Civic Association frequently donates
funds for the maintenance of the Square. Recent
donations have gone to re-lining the fountain and
repairing fountain stonework, re-planting shrubs in
the vicinity of the Memorial, and planting trees.

Map of Washington Square, 1842, Historical Society of Pennsylvania

“The southeast public square of Philadelphia was an area for animal grazing,
public markets, trash dumps, and potter’s fields for more than a century, until the
City of Philadelphia rejuvenated the park and renamed it Washington Square in
1825. This 1842 map shows the design of the walkways and details the specific
trees that made up the new landscaping of Washington Square. The diversity
of plants and trees helped Washington Square act as an arboretum to educate
the public about horticulture. By the time this map was published, more than fifty
varieties of trees were placed around the square.” 					

Visitors per year:
No records kept for the Square itself, however
there are approximately 3 million visitors annually
to INHP
Site’s past use:
Shown as Southeast Square on Penn’s plan, but
first used as a burial ground and the young city’s
first the true potter’s field. Both British and American Revolutionary War soldiers buried here and
by 1794 burial ground was filled to capacity with
Yellow Fever victims.
Contacts:
Matt Hess, Chief, Asset Preservation and Maintenance
matthew_hess@nps.gov
Winston Clement, Historical Architect
winston_clement@nps.gov
Susan Edens, Historical Landscape Architect
susan_edens@nps.gov
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Trees, Laura Turner Igoe
philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/trees-2/

LOGAN SQUARE/ Swann Memorial Fountain Landscape

Outer portions managed by Center City District (CCD) and Philadelphia Parks & Recreation (PPR)
Interior circle (Swann Memorial Fountain Landscape) managed by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS)
Land under the purview of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation(PPR)
Size:

11.5 acres (entire square + road)
2.5 acres (Swann Mem. Fountain Landscpae)
Planting: 		
0.6 acre
Paving:		
1.2 acres
Lawn:			0.6 acres
Number of trees:
12 trees
Number of species:
1 tree species (Paulownia tomentosa), approximately 25 species of woody shrubs, and 25 species of herbaceous plants, limited use of annuals
Notable features:
central fountain with sculpture by Alexander Stirling Calder, historic guard house, Paulownia trees
(historic replacement) from Longwood Gardens
Maintenance and staff:
Contracted services by PHS for horticultural
maintenance. PPR is responsible for litter pick up,
irrigation, site furnishings, fountain and hardscape

Plan of Logan Square, Jacques Greber,
1917

Annual maintenance budget:
Landscape services $65,000 (includes turf renovation, stone fines replacement, seasonal displays)
Friends group or other involved parties:
PHS/PPR volunteer planting and clean up event in
the spring

Before

Visitors per year:
Unknown, although statistics show 3 million visitors
annually to the Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Programmed events per year:
No events formally programmed at the center of
Logan Square, however dozens of programmed
events on the outer parts of the Square and along
the BF Parkway annually, some for which the circle
is fenced off as a protective measure.

During

Site’s past use:
Shown as Northwest Square on Penn’s plan,
used as animal grazing area, a public execution
grounds and potter’s field until city passed ordinance outlawing burials in public squares. Site of
1864 Great Sanitary Fair, which raised money for
Union Troops during the Civil War.
Contacts:
Nancy O’Donnell, Parks and Capital Projects Manager,
Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Nancy.O’Donnell@Phila.gov
Joan Kapczynski, Associate Director
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
jkapczynski@pennhort.org
Steve Gansz, Owner, All Seasons Landscaping Co.
Steve@aslplant.com

After
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Illustrative Plan of Logan Square produced by
Ground Reconsidered, 2008

CENTER SQUARE/ Dilworth Park

Dilworth Park managed by Center City District (CCD)
Remainder of Center Square and City Hall grounds managed by Philadelphia Parks & Recreation (PPR)
Land under the purview of Philadelphia Department of Public Property

9.0 acres (entire square)
Size: 			
			
3.5 acres (Dilworth Park)
Planting: 		
0.5 acre
Paving:		
3.0 acres
Lawn:			0.1 acres
Number of trees:

55

Number of species:
4 Species of Trees,11 Species of Shrubs, 2 Species
of Groundcovers, 2 Species of Grasses
Note: Additional perennials, bulbs, and annuals
have been added since construction
Notable features:
artistic fountain, ice skating rink, café with movable
chairs
Maintenance and staff:
Dilworth Plaza, circa 1970
Contracted service by CCD for landscape,
electrical, communication,security, fountain, and
specialty items.CCD staff performs cleaning 7 days
per week, including litter removal and pavement
washing.
Annual maintenance budget:
Approximately $100,000 but it varies by year
and includes landscape maintenance, planter
displays, arboriculture, lawn care.
Friends group or other involved parties:
On-going partners involved on a regular basis
include City of Philadelphia, SEPTA, On-site café,
Event/Program Sponsors
Visitors per year:
Over 10 million (major transit hub, employment and
tourist center, many events year round)
Programmed events per year:
over 100 events and programs annually
Site’s past use:
Planned as Centre Square by William Penn to be
surrounded by important public buildings. 17991815 was Philadelphia’s first public waterworks,
and prior to City Hall construction (1871-1901)
square was part of horse racing track that was
connected with the horse racing on Sassafras
Street (now called Race Street as it was used for
horse racing). The square was also the site of
Fourth of July celebrations in the 19th century
prior to City Hall construction.The granite clad plaz
a on the west side of City Hall was created in the
early 1970s and named for Mayor Richardson
Dilworth.

Dilworth Park, OLIN, 2014
Contacts:
Greg Burrell, Associate, OLIN
gburrell@theolinstudio.com
James Burke, Manager of Landscape and
Lighting Programs, Center City District
jburke@centercityphila.org
Lisa Gottlieb-Fernandez, Landscape
Designer
Urban Jungle, Landscape Division
Seagarden1230@gmail.com
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