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Conversations and Confrontations:
Notes from hybridizing design practices

Session Overview
At a time when climate change forces us to rethink our built environments
at new scales, and as development promises holistic design solutions,
design practice must evolve accordingly. It is increasingly common for
landscape architects to forge tighter working processes with architects,
planners and scientists, leading to a growing number of inter-disciplinary
practices. What does this emerging form of practice offer? How can it
maximize its potential? What are its potential pitfalls and traps? And how
can it be a boost to the profession of landscape architecture?
Four practitioners and academics will discuss their experience with the
concepts and practicalities while working in interdisciplinary practices.

Learning Objectives
• Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of co-locating with 		
diverse disciplines
• Explore the nature of interdisciplinary design conceptualization
• Understand the day-to-day management of interdisciplinary 			
practice from a landscape architectural point of view
• Discuss the trajectory of design and development trends and its 		
impact on interdisiciplinary practice

Speakers

Jennifer Cooper-Sabo

leads the Bureau of Landscape Architecture at the Department
of Public Works in San Francisco, CA. Prior to joining the City
of San Francisco, Jennifer founded the west coast practice of
Landscape Architecture at Perkins+Will SF, taught at multiple
universities in the US and abroad, and worked as a landscape
journalist winning the Bradford Williams Medal. Her research has
focused on performative landscapes including phytoremediation
gardens for which she was selected for the Summer Teaching
Fellowship at University Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée. Jennifer brings
this diversity of practice to her recent public sector appointment,
bridging disciplinary and departmental divides.

Simon David, PLA, AIA

has extensive experience in the design and implementation of
world-class resilient urban environments and public open spaces.
Founding Principal at OSD|Outside, Simon is overseeing the
design of Sprint’s Global Headquarters Campus, Gotham Greens
Headquarters, with an eye to the way resilient communities are
built and maintained. Simon was Project Leader for the First
Phase of the BIG U, a $920 Million, 2.5 Coastal Resiliency Project.
Simon teaches in both architecture and landscape architecture
programs in NYC, has lectured and published internationally on
resiliency and urban landscapes, and has been recognized with
local and national awards.

Andrew Zientek, ASLA

is a landscape architect, artist, and educator. His work spans
in scale from held object to inhabitable place and oscillates
between art, science and landscape. In all endeavors, the focus
of work is the connection and displacement between people
and their local environments. Andrew leads the landscape
architecture practice at Weiss/Manfredi in New York and is
currently completing construction administration on the Brooklyn
Botanic Garden Overlook project. He earned a MLA from
Harvard’s GSD where he was awarded the Norman T. Newton
Prize and a BSLA from University of Wisconsin, Madison. Andrew
has taught at Harvard’s GSD, Columbia GSAPP, and CCNY.

Moderator

Catherine Seavitt Nordenson, ASLA, AIA

is an associate professor of landscape architecture at City
College of New York and principal of Catherine Seavitt Studio.
Her research explores adaptation to climate change in urban
environments and the novel transformation of landscape
restoration practices. She is also interested in the intersection
of political power, environmental activism, and public health,
particularly as seen through the design of public space and
policy. Her recent books include Structures of Coastal Resilience
(Island Press, 2018); Depositions: Roberto Burle Marx and Public
Landscapes under Dictatorship (University of Texas Press, 2018);
and Corridor Workbook (Regional Plan Association, 2017).

Introduction

Catherine Seavitt Nordenson will introduce the speakers, and discuss the historic

Catherine Seavitt

models of hybrid design collaborations and their social and political implications

Nordenson

to set the stage for contemporary models presented by the three speakers.

cseavittnordenson@
ccny.cuny.edu

Frederick Law Olmsted/Calvert Vaux/Ignaz Anton Pilát
Central Park is the first (and an excellent) model of a hybrid design collaboration,
with Frederick Law Olmsted, gentleman farmer and journalist, Calvert Vaux,
architect and landscape designer, and botanist / plantsman Ignaz Anton Pilát.
This group would realize not only the Greensward Plan for Central Park but also
a social argument for its construction.

Figure 1. Victor Prevost, Men Standing on Willowdale Arch, 1862
Source: The New York Public Library

Figure 2. Jens Jensen outdoors with students of
Frank Lloyd Wright, Taliesin West, 1935
Source: Jens Jensen Drawings and Papers (Bentley

Jens Jensen/Frank Lloyd Wright
Frank Lloyd Wright’s collaborations with Jens Jensen in developing
a “prairie style” architecture landscape include not only the Booth
Residence in Glencoe, Illinois, but, with his design for the logo for Jensen’s
group Friends of our Native Landscape, an entrance into a darker political
discourse on native and “nativist” policies.

Introduction

Lawrence Halprin/Anna Halprin

Catherine Seavitt

The hybridity of dance and landscape architecture was a creative force
in the radical choreographies of Anna Halprin and Lawrence Halprin on
their dance deck, set among the trees of Kentfield, California, leading to a
productive discourse around gender, identity, and political action.

Nordenson
cseavittnordenson@
ccny.cuny.edu

Figure 3.Anna Halprin’s Dance Deck, featuring Merce Cunningham, Kentfield, California, c. 1957
Source: Anna Halprin Digital Archive (Museum of Performance and Design, San Francisco)

Speaker 1

Andrew Zientek will discuss drivers of both hybrid projects and hybrid design

Andrew Zientek

firms within a framework for practice. The future of the profession is going to be
ever more defined by complexity and relationships of both the challenges posed
by a specific project and by the teams of people who solve them.

Figure 4. Pearson et al. Typologies for Practice

Situating your practice and understanding the market(s) in which you
operate is difficult for a traditional practice, creating a hybrid practice
requires a clear value proposition.
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Figure 5. Hudson Yards Development, NYC + Brooklyn Botanic Garden Visitors Center

Hyrbidity driven from technical requirements and diversifying services
compared to hybridity driven from holistic authorship.

Figure 6. Complexity perspectives of Cross-Disciplinary Knowledge Economies. Adapted from Lotrecchiano, 2011

Managing a large project is often expensive and inefficient because
of challenges of communication and expectation. Effectively
designing the process of a complex project requires combining deep,
specialized disciplinary knowledge across multiple backgrounds who
have different ways of thinking.
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Figure 6. Objects – Territories - Systems. Adapted from Nakazawa, 2011.

The relationship of architecture, landscape, and infrastructure has
been changing to recognize the interconnectedness of both projects
and practices while incorporating concerns from ecology from social
justice.

Figure 7. Size of US Land Use by Classification in 2018. Bloomberg.com

What does the future landscape look like? What does the future of
landscape architecture practice look like?
How do we shift the discussion from design concerns to practice
concerns?
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Figure 8. xxxxxxxxxx

Figure 8. Phytoremediation pilot at Les murs à pêches, Montreuil: Jennifer Cooper-Sabo and renderings by Yu Shi while
at Perkins+Will as presented at the Soil Contamination Conference at University Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, June, 2015

Jennifer Cooper-Sabo will discuss how the origins of a design firm
or agency shape its focus and potential for practice hybridization.
The integration with research and academia are equally critical to
experimentation in private firms as well and city government. Pilot
projects may lead the way in allowing small scale typological changes
in the public realm.
Expanding our thought processes in an interdisciplinary design
context can result in collaborations with communities and scientists
as well as other design disciplines. Bringing our design thinking to
situations without designers is where a significant impact can be
made.
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Figure 9. Park*ing Garden: Jennifer Cooper-Sabo and renderings by Rachael Cleveland while at
Perkins+Will as presented at the National Brownfields Conference, Chicago, IL 2016

Thinking outside of our discipline and standard project types allows
us to find opportunity in the mundane. Creating the projects that
should be and finding the stakeholders to bring the idea to fruition is
a part of a proactive design approach.

Figure 10. Woodbridge Waterfront Park: Great Ecology

Putting in the time to work side by side with those in other disciplines
is the only way to truly function in an interdisciplinary way. While
working at Great Ecology as one of only a few landscape architects
in an ecological restoration firm, I noticed our mutual understanding
and respect grow over time which is the cornerstone of any
interdisciplinary relationship.
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Figure 10. E-Waste. From footprint2africa.com

Figure 11. Manufacturing #17, Jilin Province, City. Burtynsky

Simon David will discuss the ways in which technophoria and
Climate Change are altering Earth at an unprecedented rate, forcing
designers, developers and policy makers to think at new scales,
and demanding more integrated approaches to our constructed
environments.

Figure 12. Granad Hills Creek Fire. From abc7.com

Figure 13. Hurricane Harvey. From houstonpublicmedia.

Outdated models of growth could once tolerate a weak relationship
ith natural systems, but as climate is changing, communities are
facing growing threats, and require a new way of imagining their
physical layout and relationship with cycles of nature.
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Figure 14. Portobello Market, London, 1981

Figure 15. Edward Scissorhands, 20th Century Fox

Such large-scale concerns offer an opportunity to consider our
global history cultural and social environments, and whether the
design of communities can be re-imagined, better integrating our
advances in climate adaption and technology.

Figure 16. Gotham Greens Greenhouse

Figure 17. The BIG U, Rebuild by Design

How can landscape architects lead the future of design, through
the understanding of climate change and technology to design
sustainable communities for the future? What are the keys to agency
within the design world?

Conversation +
Q&A

Catherine Seavitt Nordenson will lead a conversation with the
speakers and the audience.

Led by Catherine
Seavitt Nordenson,
with

Intro Questions:

Jennifer Cooper Sabo
Simon David
Andrew Zientek

Large development projects are becoming more and more complex
in constraints, challenges and management requirements - how is this
changing the different disciplines?
Is interdisciplinary practice simply a trend in the design world?
How do we as Landscape Architects expand our roles and influence
without losing ourselves and our art within and interdisciplinary
environment?

