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America the Beautiful!
Protecting Place through Policy, Persuasion, and Practice
Monday, October 22, 2018 10:00-11:30 am
“The beauty of America has sustained our spirit and has enlarged our vision. We must act now to
protect this heritage,” President Johnson 1965. The environmental quality valued most has the least legal
protection. Session addresses scenic legislation; preserving sense of place; and bridging scenic protection
with private property rights.

PART I
Introduction & Overview
Terry DeWan FASLA will set the stage for the discussion,
bringing recognition of scenic resources into the discussion
of public health, safety and welfare. Scenic resource
stewardship is becoming a critical issue in the face of
population growth, development pressure, and growing
demand for more robust forms of energy and transportation

PART II
Panelist Perspectives
John Nagle, Notre Dame Law School, focuses on Policy
Issues and the Paradox of Environmental Law. John
provides an overview of scenic conservation law as an
outcome of the 1960’s and 70’s environmental movement,
covering Federal, State, and local efforts dealing with
aesthetics in the public realm. Mark Falzone, Scenic
America, discusses Persuasion…Scenic America’s role
in engaging Federal, State, and local policymakers in the
absence of scenic protection legislation. Mark describes
his efforts with scenic byways, transmission lines, highway
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infrastructure, and enhancing community character. Paul Kenney, National Park Service,, speaks about
Practice, using a case study where the National Park Service and a local NGO collaborated to advocate
for scenic protection in the face of a proposed cell tower overlooking a remarkable river corridor.
Paul describes the protection afforded by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the effectiveness of the
Comprehensive River Management Plan.

PART III
Moderated Discussion
Terry DeWan will lead a dialogue with the panelist to explore these issues in more depth, then opening
the discussion for audience Q&A. Questions may include:
• What is the role of ASLA as an organization in Policy / Persuasion / Practice?
• How can individual landscapes make a difference in promoting and protecting scenic quality?
• What role should our educational institutions play in the discussion on scenic quality?
• Do we do enough to promote our successes?

NOTES

ONLINE RESOURCES
Scenic America
http://scenic.org/
Bureau of Land Management Visual Resources
http://blmwyomingvisual.anl.gov/
Beauty for America: Proceedings of the White House
Conference on Natural Beauty, Washington, DC, 1965.
https://archive.org/details/beautyforamerica00whitrich

PRESENTERS
Terry DeWan, FASLA
Terrence J. DeWan & Associates
Terry DeWan FASLA is the founding principal of TJD&A, a 9-person landscape
architecture firm in Yarmouth, Maine. His 40+ years of experience reflect the diversity of
the New England landscape: from scenic inventories of the Maine coast and visual impact
studies of wind energy developments to village improvement plans and intimate private
gardens. He has written award-winning manuals for community planning and scenic
inventories, including Scenic Inventory, Mainland Sites of Penobscot Bay and the Scenic
Assessment Handbook, both for the Maine State Planning Office. He is currently working
on the management plan for Maine’s Katahdin Woods & Waters National Monument.

e: dewan@tjda.net

John Copeland Nagle
University of Notre Dame
John Copeland Nagle is the John N. Mathews Chair at the University of Notre Dame. He is
the author of Law’s Environment: How the Law Affects the Environment, plus textbooks on
environmental law and biodiversity and the law. His latest two book projects are America
the Beautiful: Saving the Scenery of Our National Parks, and Making Environmental
Law Humble: The Relationship Between God’s Creation and Our Laws. He teaches
courses related to environmental law, legislation, property, and torts. Nagle has lectured
on environmental issues in the United States, Canada, China, England, Hungary, Ireland,
Malaysia, Scotland, and Antarctica.

e: jnagle1@nd.edu

Mark Falzone
Scenic America
Mark Falzone was selected to serve as President of Scenic America in April 2017. Prior
to Scenic America, he served as Deputy Director of the National Immigration Forum,
and before that was a five-term elected member of the House of Representatives in
Massachusetts. As a member of the National Conference of State Legislatures he was twice
elected to the Executive Committee by his peers. Mark holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Boston College and a Master of Public Administration degree from the Harvard
University John F. Kennedy School of Government.

e: mark.falzone@scenic.org

Paul Kenney
National Park Service
Paul Kenney is a National Park Service (NPS) River Manager on three NPS Partnership
Wild and Scenic Rivers in New Jersey. He serves as an NPS representative to river
councils, and works with consultants, developers, local governments, NGOs and state
and federal agencies on construction issues that impact WSR scenic values. Paul has
provided public testimony at local and state government hearings on the impacts of
proposed cell towers, billboards and marina expansions. Paul has worked in the NPS as a
Park Ranger and Outdoor Recreation Planner and holds graduate degrees in Recreation
Administration and Business Management from Temple University.

e: paul_kenney@nps.gov
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