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session
statement

Through the lens of evidence-based design, this
project team considers how history, research
data, and landscape management practices
inform project trajectory. Their conversation
will examine a series of case studies in which
these aspects inspired everything from the
early visioning process to highly prescriptive
management specifications.

speakers
Larry Weaner has been creating native landscapes since 1977 and
founded his firm Larry Weaner Landscape Associates in 1982. He
has a national reputation for combining expertise in horticulture, ecological restoration, and garden design, and his work
at public facilities and private residences throughout the
eastern U.S. has received numerous recognitions. In 1990, he
founded New Directions in the American Landscape (NDAL),
a conference series with a national following in the landscape
profession. He co-authored Garden Revolution: How Our
Landscapes Can Be a Source of Environmental Change (2016),
which received a 2017 American Horticulture Society Book
Award.

Darren Damone is an Associate Principal with Andropogon Associates
with over 16 years of experience on a variety of public and private
project types ranging from institutional, residential, education, and
municipal. Darren’s focus has been on smaller scale projects that
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require the integration of sustainable ecological processes. His
projects exhibit a keen awareness of the site, finely developed
and crafted design details, and execution of best practices
during construction. As a project manager, he forges strong
working partnerships with the clients and stakeholders that result in
successful project outcomes.

Katharine Griffiths is the director of Avalon Park and Preserve
in Stony Brook, NY. Katharine has spent the last twenty years
facilitating the design, construction and maintenance of the
park. She has served on numerous village and community
environmental boards and enjoys the challenge of balancing
conservation efforts with economic and development needs.
Originally from Canada, Katharine studied at the University
of Western Ontario and Guelph University before accepting the
position at Avalon Park.
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learning
objectives
Learn how research techniques can be applied to
inform site design and strategic planning.
notes

Understand the importance of planning for landscape
management during the design phase.
notes

Learn how to prepare landscape management
specifications that are both effective and adaptive.
notes

Understand the importance of client collaboration
and community outreach to project outcomes.
notes

WHO IS AVALON PARK AND PRESERVE?

mission
•
•

The original institutional mission of Avalon and how has is evolved
Public & educational programming Avalon provides to the surrounding community

site history
•
•
•
•

Techniques Avalon Park & Preserve has employed to manage the land and visitors
The changing physical presence of Avalon over the years
The most significant challenges and opportunities experienced by Avalon staff and
leadership
Motivations leading to the Master Plan study

Avalon 2025
•
•

Avalon’s evolving mission as a result of the initial Master Plan findings
New public & educational programs being developed

project inception
and history

WHAT ARE THE CRITICAL CONSIDERATIONS?
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How do we negotiate the
confluence of habitat
management, intensive
use by people,
ce
and designing a
landscape that
encourages
Biophilic
experiences?
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project
evolution

habitat
•
•
•

Conducting a comprehensive biological survey Avalon
Generating habitat types which support the most biodiversity
Creatively responding to negative human impacts

people
•
•
•

Interweaving cultural history with Avalon’s environmentally focused education
Finding effective ways to build consensus, gather information, analyze the data, and
inform decisions
Finding the most relevant behavioral research metrics

experience
•
•
•

Managing the balance between visitor experience and landscape conservation
Re-envisioning the various ways people experience Avalon
Exploring systemic strategies to influence how, when, where people use the preserve

adaptive site
WHAT ARE THE CRITICAL CONSIDERATIONS? management
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•

Site management and use consideration (proactive and reactive) that influenced early
planning decisions at Shore Farm Park

•

Planning for landscape management based on the client’s capacities and the site’s
characteristics

•

Planning for habitat evolution, natural recruitment, and plant proliferation

•

Assessing implementation of management specifications

•

Adapting the management program when necessary
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