REASONABLE UNCERTAINTY
A city, a park, and a garden confront
climate change

SESSION GUIDE: MONDAY OCTOBER 22, 3:30 - 5PM, ROOM 119

OUTLINE
Introduction
A changing climate is creating ripple effects across the country. Learn from the perspectives of three leaders
confronting climate change across a range of perspectives: The urban fabric of Hoboken, New Jersey, A Bronx
New York beachhead park, and the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida. Learn how city planners,
non-profit advocates, and institutional leaders negotiate a changing landscape in their communities.
Learning Objectives
•

Introduction of Climate Change transforming landscapes across multiple scales.

•

Learn how health, safety and welfare are impacted by sea level rise and storm surge.

•

Provide creative examples of public engagement and outreach.

•

Illustrate strategies for innovative flood protection, green infrastructure, and risk reduction.
I.

Introduction (15 minutes)

		

A.

Climate Change’s effects on communities

		

B.

Three communities, three scales of climate adaptation

		

C.

What do we know about community?

II.
		

Hoboken - Integrated strategy for Hoboken’s Future
A.

Planning a resilient future for neighborhoods

			

1.

Physical resilience needs

			

2.

Social Resilience

		

Planning with Civic Engagement in mind

B.

			

1.

Hoboken Demographics

			

2.

Multi-generational outreach tools

III.

Stony Point - Mott Haven: Resilience Beachhead

		

A.

NYRP work in low-income communities

		

B.

Environmental Burdens and the South Bronx

		

C.

The Haven Plan & Health by Design Initiatives

		

D.

Non-Profit Role in creating creating equity

		

E.

Stony Point Park

IV.

Marie Selby Botanical Garden

		

A.

Running out of room and rising waters

		

B.

Setting a benchmark for sustainable coastal environments

		

C.

Protecting the best scientifically documented collections of orchids and bromeliads

			

in the world.

		

D.

Philanthropy and volunteerism driving innovation

		

E.

Planning process - Working with neighbors and reinvesting in the arts and sciences.

V.

Discussion / Q&A
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BIOS
Richard Roark, ASLA Partner, OLIN
Physical and social resilience are the principle drivers in Richard’s work, which spans a
range of scales and types from the bustling Eastern Market of Detroit to the 51 miles
of the Los Angeles River. Richard is committed to enlivening the public realm while
ensuring development creates value without displacement, is socially just and creates
opportunities for many. This commitment to creating shared ecologically-sound
landscapes is reflected in his work for the post Superstorm Sandy restoration of the
Redhook Homes in Brooklyn and the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota Florida
and Dilworth Park, City Hall Philadelphia among others.
Deborah Marton, Executive Director of the New York Restoration Project
As Executive Director of New York Restoration Project (NYRP), Deborah oversees
NYRP’s work transforming and managing open space in underserved communities
to create a greener, more sustainable New York City. Since joining NYRP in 2011, she
evolved the organization’s “cleaning and greening” mission to encompass actively
using NYRP sites to support the social fabric within communities of need, empowering
local sense of ownership. She created the Haven Project, a South Bronx open space
network plan designed to advance equity and track related population-level outcomes
(health, social, economic, ecological). The Haven Project’s first phase implementation,
comprising a pier park at E. 132 St. in Port Morris, has been funded and will be the South
Bronx’s first waterfront park.
Jennifer Rominiecki, President and Chief Executive, Selby Botanical Gardens
Jennifer O. Rominiecki began her tenure as President and Chief Executive Officer of
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in February 2015. Since she arrived, she has overseen
the repositioning of the institution as a “Living Museum”, creating a new model of
engagement for the botanical institution yielding a 59% increase in earned revenues
(including a 47% increase in admissions and a 60% increase in membership). She
possesses twenty years of experience at major New York City cultural institutions
including: The New York Botanical Garden, The Metropolitan Opera and the Solomon
R. Guggenheim Museum. Currently, Rominiecki serves on the Board of the Arts and
Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County and is Vice Chair of the Board of the Science and
Environment Council of Southwest Florida.
Jennifer Gonzalez, AICP – Director of Environmental Services, Chief Sustainability
Officer, City of Hoboken, New Jersey
Jennifer Gonzalez is the Chief Sustainability Officer for the City of Hoboken, New
Jersey where she advances sustainability and resiliency initiatives in areas such as
flood mitigation, energy, drinking water, natural resources, and waste management. She
manages the Northwest Resiliency Park project, a recommendation of the City’s Green
Infrastructure Strategic Plan and Green Building & Environmental Sustainability Master
Plan Element. Before joining the City of Hoboken, Ms. Gonzalez was a principal planner
with Louis Berger and environmental planner with the County of Passaic, New Jersey.
She earned her M.A. in Environmental Policy from Lehigh University.
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REFERENCES
The Haven Project
The Haven Project is a transformative community plan
to design, build
and fund a new network of connected open spaces
that will improve
quality of life and deliver measurable benefits for
South Bronx residents.
The Haven Plan was authored by CIVITAS landscape
architecture and urban design.
1. https://www.nyrp.org/NYRP_TheHavenProject_alt_
(2).pdf
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Master Site Plan
As Selby Gardens moves into the future we envision
an improved master site plan that shares with our
more than 200,000 visitors each year the important
work conducted here. These improvements move our
scientific and living collections out of flood zones and
into secure structures using the latest green building
technology.

1. https://selby.org/press-releases/selby-gardens-unveils-master-site-plan/
City of Hoboken Sustainability & Resiliency Planning
The City of Hoboken has developed a comprehensive
Green Building and Environmental Sustainability Master Plan element for flood risk reduction and energy
security since being severely impacted by Hurricane
Sandy in 2012. The City has developed a multi-benefit
approach to infrastructure planning that has combined
flood protection with open space and community development priorities.
1. http://www.hobokennj.org/docs/publicsafety/Hoboken-Resiliency-Plan.pdf
2.http://nwpark-cityofhoboken.opendata.arcgis.com/
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